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James DE Thead was born down in the southern part of Choctaw County, Ala- 
bama about 1867. He lived east of the little town of Silas, which was north 
of Bladon Springs. In the 1880s he left Alabama and came to Lauderdale County 
Mississippi. Somehow he ended up in Pine Springs where he worked about on 
various farms änd sawmills as a laborer. It was while working in Pine Springs 
that he met little Miss Beulah Love, the daughter of John Love, wo had a farm 
in Section l6.manedl pU 31,1919 

Jim Thead was a young man 23 years old, and Miss Beulah was only thirteen, 
but they fell in love and were married in the year 1890. She was a child- 
bride and she became a child-mother in 1891 when their oldest child, little 
Johnny Thead, was born. 

It is not known where they lived the first five years of their marriage, 
but it is possible that Jim worked at the sawmill of Witliam G. Weatherford. `", 
Weatherford lived in Pine springs and operated a sawmill there, and when he sold 
out to move to Laurel in 1895, Jim Thead bought 80 acres of the Weatherford farm. 
The:land-thátoJim.boüght'was"thelnorth*half of the Southeast quarter of Section 
9, located just below ` the land were the schoolhouse had been built. The 
property fronted on the main Pine Springs road and Rogers Creek ran through the 
back (east) side where the fields were located. 

Jim and Beulah lived in the old log house Weatherford home and their family 
grew to include six children.  Beulah was so young that Jim treated her about 
as he would another of his children. Jim was a good worker and he was able 
to build a substantial farm home for his family. Beulah and the children kept 
everything immaculate in their new home, and although it nestled in a grove of 
Oaks, it was rare that a leaf was allowed to clutter up their swept front yard. 
They attended the Union Church which Rev. Sammy Bozeman built "between their 
house and the school in 1905 and Jim was namedtas^one-of:the tfustees. when.Boze- 
mandsdied-dn 1907. Gas 1.997 Eo QA 9 Due e 

James D. Thead bought land from Spinks and Laura Jones that was up the road. 

He bought the North half of the Northeast quarter of Section 4 except for a 

400ft by 750 foot bite out of the Southwest corner that goes had already sold 
to the.Whitakers a year earlier in 1909. Included in the sale to Thead that 
December in 1910 was seven acres in the Northeast corner of the Northwest qrar- 
ter where the Jones' store was located. So now Thead owned the store but it is 
not known if he ever operated it or not. Kim's oldest son, Johnny Thead came 
to live in the old Spinks Jones house, but did he 9 erate the store? (See Deed 
Book 102 pg. 497 Mer 

When he was older Mr. Thead used to walk up to Ratcliff's store every after- 
noon and buy a Coca-Cola. He would sit and visit with whoever happened to be 
in the store at the time, and then he would walk home. ¿ea ree 

He died in 1944s Ask Ralph to tell about his funeral. Ralph, took his school 
bus down to his funeral in Silas, Alabama. He was buried at Black Creek Cemetery 
near Silas, way down in the boonies between Silas & Baldon Springs, Black Creek 
community. 
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aS I. JOHN "JOHNNY" THEAD 
Born: 889, Pine Springs, Lauderdale Co. Died: 1968 ‚wov. 23, Bu Ft 
Married: (1)Lizzie Boyles (b.1896-1913?),1911.Pine Springs,Lauderdale County. 

She was dau. of J. W. (from Texas) and Annie Boyles, who lived in the Lane on 
the neighboring Lowe Farm. (2)Rosa Boyles (1897-1969), ca 1913. sister of Lizzie. 
Johnny was born and raised in Pine Springs. He, as most of the country boys 

growing up then, liked to fish and hunt. One Christmas when he was a boy, his 
uncle, Lee Love, took Johnny rabbit hunting with him. They walked up through 

the woods hunting and over behind Harbour s sawmill they jumped a rabbit. The 
rabbit ran and they gave chase. The rabbit ran under the old house there where 
Will Skinner was living at the time. Johnny went around the house to scare it 
out. The rabbit ran from under the house and Lee shot just as Johnny stepped 
from behind the house. Lee hit the rabbit but he also hit Johnny. Johnny wasn't 
hurt badly and recovered, but it spoiled that Christmas for him. T4 

When Johnny started thinking about getting married when he was about twenty. 
He had been noticing all the young girls in the neighborhood, but young Lizzie... 
Boyles seemed to catch his eye the most. Her pa had come from Texas to seek 
work and had married her ma, a Mississippi girl, and had stayed. There wasn't 
much work available, and Boyles had movedhis family onto the Lowe farm where 
he sharecropped. They had lived over on The Lane for several years and doubtless 
Johnny had first met Lizzie at the Pine Springs school. Johnny and Lizzie were 
married in 1911. 

In 1913, Johnny and Lizzie were living in a little house out in the field 
to the south of his father's home on the Pine Springs road. They had one son, 
Jesse, born in 1912 and another baby was on the way, when a terrible thing 
happened. 

Returning from hunting, Johnny was cleaning his gun when it went off. Lizzie 
was nearby in the small frame house, and was struck and killed. It was investigat- 
ed and ruled an accidental homicide. Rosa, Lizzie's sister, took over the care 
of little Jesse and Johnny, needing a wife, married her. 

Ugly rumors flew up and down Pine Springs road. Even some of Johnny's rela- 
tives had doubts about the'accident'and the local gossips had a glorious time 
repeating what all they had heard. Suddenly folks remembered that Rosa had 
visited her sister Lizzie right often and maybe it wasn't just Lizzie that she 
had been going to see all that time. It took some time for all the whispering 
to die down. 

Johnny and Rosa moved into.the house on the place that Jim Thead had bought 
on the upper end of Pine springs road back in 1910. The old store was across 
the road from the store and John's father owned it, too, but it is not known if 
John ever operated the store or not #2 Johnny became friends of neighbor Bud 
Byrd and they fished and hunted together. 

They must have talked about how bad the times were amd how hard it was to 
make a living. At some point they reached a conclusion and decided to start 
making moonshine whiskey to get some money. 

Bud's wife, Annie, was against their interprise from the beginning. But Bud 
paid her no heed and their financial condition began to improve. Things were 
going better for Johnny Thead, as well. He bought a handsome horse that drew 
his new buggy along the road at a fast clip. He could be heard late at night 
traveling the road as he returned home (from a "business! trip, no doubt) and 
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sometimes, becoming exuberant, he would pull out his pistol and shoot into the 
air a few times to urge his animal home the faster. The neighbors, long in bed 
to rest up from their day's work, would be wakened and grumble as they tried 

to go back to sleep. 

Rosa, now with four children of her own (five, counting her sister's child), 
may have tried from time to time to get Johnny to stop making the illegale 
whiskey before he got caught. Johnny didn't put much stock in what Rosa said ` 
or thought. Me was the master of the house and it was Rosa's place to stay 
home and mind the younguns while he went about his business. 

but Annie Byrd had better luck with Bud. She finally made him see that it 
was but a matter of time until the prohabition officers caught up with him and 
it was best for him to get a job doing something else. They had moved to a 
nearby community and Bud used that as an excuse to his buddy to disolve their 
partnership. Bud made plans to move Annie and the children to Meridian where 
he would stand a better chance of finding a job. 

Bud Byrd had made a wise move in breaking off with Johnny Thead when he did. 
Someone turned up Johnny's name with the revenuers and they raided his opera- 
tion. He had hurridly moved his still and they didn't find it, but they found 
and emptied his barrels of mash. | 

Soon after, on September 6, 1923, Bud returned to Pine springs to see his 
father, Vas Byrd, about borrowing his mules and wagon to move his family to 
Meridian. As long as he was in the neighborhood, he stopped by to visit with 
his old buddy, John Thead. Bud stayed around talking with Johnny for several 
hours. Johnny told Bud that if he would stay untill after supper, he would 
take him on home in his buggy. 

But it clouded up and looked like rain and Bud changed the plans. Bud was 
recuperating from Measles and he didn't relish the idea of getting wet and 
as it was time for Luther Gunn, the postman, to come by, he would just catch 
a ride on home with the mail. Gunn had a lightweight cart with a cover in 
which he carried the mail and Bud said he could just ride in there and then 
when the rain hit he would still be dry. The two men sat on the steps of the 
old store to await the mail cart. 

The mail came, but instead of Luther Gunn driving, it was his two young 
nephews that day, acting as substitutes. Bud flagged them down. He turned 
to tell his friend good-bye. 

Johnny then said, "You turned me up, didn't you, Bud?" 

Surprised, Bud said, "Why, no, Johnny! You know I'd never do anything like 
that!" 

Johnny said, "S t!“ and pulled his pistol from his belt. 

Johnny shot Bud two times in the chest, standing there on the steps of the 
old store. 

When the shooting started, the two young men that were carrying the mail 
left the mail cart and ran. Bud started staggering off down the road, and 
Johnny watched him go, waiting for him to fall. After a bit, Johnny got to 
thinking (as he later testified) that he should follow to finish the job, in 
case Bud wasn't dead. He followed the trail of blood down the road and saw 
where Bud had turned into the Joel New farm, and he must have hesitated. He 
had redeemed his honor by shooting the one that had betrayed him, but Mr. New 
was a good man and he harboured no grudge against him and didn't want to hurt 
anybody else. But it nagged at him that Bud might still be alive and he 
wouldn't be vindicated until Bud was dead. At last he went up and knocked on 
Mr. New's door. Mrs. Ellie New answered his knock and he politely (as he had 
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been taught) asked if he might come in to see Bud Byrd. Miss Ellie refused 

to let him in, and told him to wait out there in the yard, as the sheriff was 
on his way and would want to speak to him. Johnny squatted under the big Oak 
in the front yard to wait. He had tried. He had satisfied his code of honor. 

As neighbors started to gather, Johnny must have felt uncomfortable. He got 
up and started to mosey off back toward home. Someone whispered that someone 
should go along with him, and two neighbors, Jake Smith and Lawrence White, 
walked back up the road with him. They sat on the old store steps and waited 
for the law to appear. 

After a time Sheriff John M. Martin with his deputy, J. H. Wells and Con- 
stable E. E. Mosby showed up and began to question Johnny. Johnny freely ad- 
mitted what he had done and began to tell the details about what had happened. 
The sheriff asked if anybody had thought to tell Mrs. Byrd what had happened. 
Nobody had. Sheriff asked Jake and Lawrence if they would go over there and 
break the news to Annie, as it was getting on toward midnight and they wanted 
to get Johnny to town and get him locked up. The two men walked over to Annie 
Byrds, a distance of two or three miles, and told her that Bud had been shot. 

Bud died at the Matty Hersee Hospital sometime before morning, and Johnny 
was then charged with first degree homicide. fs. 

Johnny was tried and convicted of murder.” He freely testified that he had 
shot Bud and after Bud did not die, he had followed him to try to shoot him 
again. He also testified that he had planned to give Bud a ride home after 
dark and to kill him somewhere along the way. He planned to dump the remains 
into a well at an old houseplace,where it would never be found. He had hoped. pr 
that it would be believed that Bud had just run off somewhere. PE eg 

After the conviction of Johnny, and before the judge passed sentence, Annie 
Byrd pleaded with the judge to spare Johnny's life. She said that her man was 
gone, and it wouldn't serve any purpose to hang Johnny Thead. Her children 
would never have their father again, but with life imprisonment, Rosa's child- 
ren would at least be able to talk to their father from time to time. Johnny 
was sent to the state penitentiary for life. 

Pine Springs was a funny place back then. They were quick to condemn when 
somebody "done the wrong thing", but they were also quick to forgive. From 
long tradition since the frontier days they had learned to be good neighbors. 
Southerners had been through a lot together and when any of them were in trouble 
they all joined in to help. 

Seeing that Rosa and the five Thead children were having a rough time after 
Johnny was sent to the pen, the neighbors `|. did what they could to see that 
they had something to eat. Along with extra food and used clothing, Rosa also 
got advice. Someone told her that since she was having such a bad time raising 
all those younguns and they would most likely be grown time he ever got home, 
it would be best if she just up and gave them all away. So Rosa gave away her 
kids, farmed them out among the neighbors. Jake and Ebby Smith (Jake was Johnny's 
cousin), took Jesse and John Wallace, and someone else took Beulah Mae, James 
Henry and Willie Mack. Then after a year someone advised Rosa that she would 
have a better chance of getting Johnny paroled if she had all the youngs to- 
gether, so she took them all back again. Jim Thead sold the farm where she 
was living to Simon Williams,who moved down from Neshoba County, and Rosa 
rented a little house in TheLane. Her oldest boys were getting a little bigger 
and she could get a little work from them by that time. From somewhere Rosa 
collected a little money and would make trips up to Parchman to visit Johnny 
as often as she could. They managed somehow to squeek by. 
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After the children were all grown and gone, Johnny was paroled and came 
home. He was able to buy 80 acres in Pine Springs from his cousin, Press 
Love, and there he and Rosa lived there quietly the rest of their lives. 
Times had changed, World War II had come and gone while he had been in the 
pen. There were fewer farmers left in the community; everyone seemed to be 
busier and there wasn't the closeness between neighbors as it had been when 
he left. Johnny and Rosa stayed pretty close to home and folks left them 
alone. Johnny died in 1968 and Rosa died a year later in 1969. They were 
buried at Fellowship Baptist Church: * has wé head sro 
Children: (The oldest child was Lizzie's, the rest were Rosa's.) 4 

Heer.) (Z) Mrs. Edna (Kinard) Ha- 

Seen, who had two daughters from her former marriage. 
Was in California during World War II, returned and married a Pine Springs 
girl, Edna. They lived on land in Pine springs that had belonged to Edna's 


P. 


ve) father, Sam Kinard. Jesse's health was bad,\but he got a job at East Miss. 


State Hospital in Meridian, where he worked as long as he was able. He died 
in 1956. Ber feel surar Ch 

Children: (First two were step-children.) 

A. RUIH JOHNSON 1932- , m. Jack T. Ethridge, 1953, both are teachers. 

B. LAURA ALICE JOHNSON 1935- ,/ George Marshall.1964, lives in Fla. 

C. DAVID A. THEAD 1944- , m. Jeanette Pruitt, dau. of Raymond L. Pruitt . 


A and Martha Adams, lives in Catonment, Fla. Së 
S. BEULAH MAE THEAD 19208- mg faber] Boyles, her mother's DI. moved to Cal di 
Children: Unknown. 3 «¿James Farrell 1440 4 Janis Ga 
A. WILLIE MACK THEAD 191?- ¿ee , m. in ÉH forni, lives on west coast. 
Children: "Unkn own. WORKED FOR ÉCips LINE lo - out of alas A pee \4 Y 
3. JAMES HENRY THEAD 1916-1966, m. (1)Mrs. Edna (Kinard) TheadjJesse's widow 
(e TINY qt Dang Lee Brows (Adm. iw Catir - Had | Son: (eva) pws 
Left home when young, went 'out west' somewhere, returned when his brother 


died. Was briefly married to his brother's widow, then m. 


Lived in the little four-room house that had been built by. Joe. Love several 
years earlier. It was on the Press love placé in SE quarter of Section 4 in 
Pine Springs that Johnny Thead had bought from Love after he was paroled. 


Johnny and Rosa lived ust up the hill from James Henry. gua Helle  - ant 
Children: 5 "a avg d A m ha . n 4 0 î ê TEENA 
A. Anwee Penal Brown SQQ ¿Es Samen "lema xe 
AB. Buddy Besun — Wi! ES Ç F. TANEF  Thead -Mekig. po BOE" 
Sy Gs Qui DA Bre WIN - RIAN ey — Fro Bad e d . K N w DE d 
C D. Dota Jas l Teanit) Brow . hoy Raley 315 
F. JOHN WALLACE THFAD 198°  , lives on west coast.oregow |, |, 
RR r ILL an Ref. AND dd 
ve ren 
st II. MATTIEATHEAD Hous 
Born: 1898,Pine Springs Died: Hm Fea? Suey 18,1972, Ge 
„| Married: Rush, Bradley, 1916. He was a son of James B. and Frances M. Bradley 
s who lived a while in Pine Springs. 
„Jim Thead didn't want his daughter to marry Rush Bradley 
$e act renga Ls La. e Jeg, Cats, j Kran eed pom — BEI 
Children: X, 
|] asCARBIN BRADLEY 1918- dot 


- 7131 
. WALLACE&BRADLEY 192 -LWES IN رين مدر‎ N 


8 
BT 20. WILMER LEE BRADLEY 1929-1980. died m Hausen 
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III. CLARENGE EDWIN THEAD 
Born: 1896, Pine Springs Died: 1956, Pine Springs 
Married: Lottie Lovett, 1917, dau. of Pine Springs neighbor, John O. Lovett 
and his second wife, Mattie Nelson (White) Lovett. 


Children: 

1. BEULAH LOUISE THEAD 1919-, m. George Lackey 

2. MARTHA NELSON THEADI920-1921. Pneumonia. 

3. MARY EDNA THEAD 1922-, m. Neal Ohlausen 

131-23 86 —4. CLARANCE EDWIN THEAD 1926-, m. Robbie Harmon. 

Graduated near top of his class in 1944 at Center Hill School, went to work 
for Citizens National Bank, where he is now a Vice President. Their home 
is on Hwy. 493, Bailey. 

5. JIMMIE LEE THEAD 1929-1931; died following surgery for tumor. 

6. WILLIAM DAVIS "BILLY THEAD 1932-, m. Evelyn Mazingo of Alabama. ed 


Baivn 1# T. bat 
IV. BELVA" THEAD mess do" 
Born: 1899, Pine Springs Died: Jam, d 1990, (^ 
Gi. Married: Hunter Allen, had farm on Allen Swamp Road leading West from Pine 
Springs Road, just before (now) Highway 19N. They raised their children 
there and they attended Suqualena School. 
Children: g. 5 T " i Aal 
2. ERLENE ALLEN 19%, m. Horda Sobwson of Suqualona jLwed م«‎ 8 
4832/25 — 2. CECIIPALLEN 1921, m. Chris Florence pt meridian 
. LESSIERALLEN 19147. m. Wow? eg, ved m Ten, 69, 
754 17 V. JAMES ROY THEAD Js PIE 
Born: 1903, Pine Springs Died: 1966, Pine Springs, Aur sw" 
Married: Nonie E. Brown (1906-1967), 19 , Lauderdale County. She was a dau. 
of Mart Brown.g Anm bee , — 1 Penden d wm. &. "Buck" Brown, (as, of Sarid Heger el 
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FARMER 
Children: nuoc Ama SME 
1. HALL THEAD m&Lv:!M HALL ALC — h. Seu ciel, ties, ms 2. P97SY É REN 
737-2242-2. WILLARD THEAD yaned wilaga 1931 = m, i matha aides TR 
3. THEAD rV „ DEN 
oe dork. 1434 |, Shifa Lon don m E 4 
e VI. GEORGE LEE THEAD 
Born: 1908,Pine Springs Died: 1970s, Pine Springs. 
pring 8 


Married: Olean Calloway of Meridian. = ` 
both WORKED O EmsH. 


Children: None. 


Citizens National Bank, 
cordially invites you to a 
"Reception 
at our 23rd Avenue Branch 
on December 30, 1991 
| from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
honoring 


Edwin Thead ` 
Vice President 


who will be retiring on 
December 31st after 


MERIDIAN, MS / 693-1331 
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BYRD SUCCUMBS 
TO GUN WOUNDS 


Bullets Alleged to Have 
Been Fired by John 
| Thead. 


TAKE BODY HOME 


8. A. Byrd, aged. 25, died at about 


1 o'clock Friday morning at a local 
*ospital from the effects of two pistol 
shot wounds in the left breast, ai. 
leged to have been inflicted by John 
W. Thead, aged about 37, late Wed- 
nesday near Byrd's home In the Pine 
Springs community, 14 miles north- 
wert of the citv. 

The body was prepared for burial 
at the James Webb funeral parlors 
and is to be conveyed to his late home 
for the funeral service and burial. 
Deceazed ís survived hy his widow 
and five children, one a very young 
baby. : 


ss Are Damaged 

sich were In the harbor 
were badly damaged. 
ars of the imperial fani- 
killed. 

e Prince Kacho, who 
1 to death in the col- 
in at Yokosuka; Prince 
‚ter, the second son of 
Kuni and Prince Tak- 
ctlled at Shimizu. 
ransportation service is 
rd between Yokohama 


shihito contributed 10,- 
x" immediate rellef of 
| the capital city. 


REFUGES 
MERICAN SHIP 


Har Leessd Wire) 

Sept. 7.—Only 100 refu- 
d the Steamer President 
zute from Yokohama to 

dispatch from Kobe. 


VG SHOWS 
E» VALUE 


Says, However, 
t Conclusive 


DICK. WORK 


A 
w. Leased Wire): 

ept. 7.—Sinklng of 
S&Virginia and New 
fgirmen again demon- 
fifty of aircraft in coast 
Hons, General Pershing 
pointed out, however, 
s against the obsolete 
ld not be considered as 
» evidence that similar 
-sink modern types of 
rticularly when manned, 
able to take protect! > 
nst the effects of dam- 


Face Murder Charge. 

Thead, who was arrested shortly 
after the shooting, brought to Merid- 
Jan and confined in the county jall @y 
Sheriff John M. Martin, Deputy 
Sheriff J. H. Wells and Constable E. 
E. Mosby,will now have to face a 
charge, it is thought of first degree 
murder. 

From particulars of the shooting 
as secured from the arresting officers, 
it appears that Hyrd was shot by 
Thead for no other reason than that 
Byrd had denied an accusation that 
he had “turned up” Thead to the 
revenue officers or prehibition agents 
in connection with alleged moonshine 
operations, ` 

were Former Neighbors. 

According to the officers, the two 
men formerly lived as neighbors, but 
at the tima of the shooting were re- 
siding several miles apart. On Wed- 
nesday following a raid that had been 
made several days before by Deputy 
Sheriff J. H. Wells and Yrohlbition 
Agents D. S. Cleveland and S. ©, 
Wilkins, but which raid only resulted 
In the discovery of a barrel e" mash 
and indications that a stili had been 
moved from where It had only a short 
time before been jn operation, Byrd 
weng in the community where Thead 
lived and the latter, the / officers 
say, approached and accused Byrd of 
“turning him (Thread) up’: to the au- 
thoritles, 


h $ 5 1 
“of seven planes was 
destroy the "Virginia, 
»uná bombs being drop- 
altitude of 3,000 feet. 
fleck hit carrying Away: 
nd three atacks. 

ereey withstood a pro- 
^ from 10,000 and, 6.000 
and 2,000 pound bombs, 


a a Hyrd, according tn the officers, is 
e entirely unfit for sald to have denied the accusation, 

er umbed The denial apparentiy not being be- 
inally succumbed tO AN fiieved by Thead. the latter with an 
‚000 peund bombs at and oath whipped out his gun and fired 


300 feet. twlee at Byrd. beth bullis taking ef- 
€ = fect In the left breast near the heart, 
i 0 Thread is a marriel man having a 
LS. "Y AT wife and five children. It is stated 
IGH SCHOOL by th^ offlcers that lie has twice been 
married, his first wife having been 

accidentally killed by nim something 


RING WEEK 


like six or soven years age. 


It was stated at the time, the an- 
mt was made Friday thorities say, that Thead had been 
hunting and en returning home was 


ie High school by M. E. 
wi of the school to the 
ecin] examinations would 
~a Tie school Monday 


nr great. 


in the aet of cleaning his gan when 
tho weapon was acenlentally diseharg- 
til, Mrs. Thread. who was standing 
“near, being killed. 


Ww ... — - _ 


was said, even though commercial and 
industria! Japan ultimately turn to 
mative : les. Phe restoration, how 
ever, may tako ten years. 

Restore Former Beauty. 

The flowery parka and picturesque 
Oriental shrines of the devastated 
capltal—which have attracted millions 
of western visitors—will be restored 
to thelr former beauty. Con opined 
with new modern homes for ber gov- 
ernment officials. the rebuilt ‘Toklo ts 
expected to be even more attractive 
than thé old. Reports that.tho Jap- 
anese capital might be moved from 
Tokio to Osaka, or Kyloto were denied 
today by the ambassador, Hanihara. 

“I am certain the government will 


not be moved away from Tokio.” 
"Kyloto , the former capítal ig 
too small and transportation there 


is inndequate. It is altogether un- 
auitable as a capital for modern Ja- 
pan, although it was sufficient a cen- 
tury ago. Osakn ls also impossible. 
It ls purely a commercia: clty and un- 
sulted for government purposes. 

“Reports that the government has 
been moved temporarily to Osaka are 
surprising to me. If they are true, it 
is only a temporary movement and the 
capital seat will soon bo returned to 
Tokio.” 


ITALY LANDS 
MORE TROOPS 


Greece Starts Independ- 
ent Inquiry Into 
i Killings. 


CORFU IS QUIET 


(By Biar Leased Wire) 
Athens, Sept. 7--One thousand ad- 


ditional troops have been landed at 
Forfu, said a despatch from that 
city Thursday. The town has been 
closed except for communlcation with 
the outside world under military esn- 


sorship. 

Greece has started an independent 
inquiry. Into tha assassination of 
General Tellin! and four other Ital- 
tans, which was responsible for the 
ltallan-Greek dispute. It Is under- 
atond the Investientars have learned 


the names of several Albantana who 

will be held directly responsible for 

the murders. 
Reward 

A proclamation 
offering 1,000,009 
murderers. 

Corfu fs quiet except for unimper- 
tant ineidenta connected with the 
Italian search for arms. 

Newspapers eharge that Itallans fn 
towns are guilty 


is Offered 
has heen 
brachmas 


issued 
for the 


various provinelal 
of provoeuting misconduct and jn- 
citing disorders, 

The Greck foreign minister has 
enmplained to the Hallan legation 
that the Italian newspapers are 
printing statements detrimental to 
Greece, thus causing fll-feeling. 

as 1 NI 


This Is expected to reduce the total 
of his bid from $5,000,000 to between 
53, % U. 0% and $4,000,000, 

Unaware of Obstacles. 

When he cama to Washington at 
the invitation of the President Ford 
was not aware of the legal obsla- 
cles standing In the way of tho n- 
ceptance of hls offer by the govern- 
ment, and it will require several days 
for his engineers and attorneys to En 
over the proposition before a new hid 
can bo sent to Secretary of War 
Weeks. i 


KNOW NOTHI 
HYLANL 


(By Star Lee 

Saratoga Springs, 
Mystery shrouds th 
Mayor J, F. Hyla 
City, who has been r 
for more than a we 
At present he is r 
fering from dry plc 


ei 


FEAR MERIDIANITES LOST 
REACHED YOKOHAMA TH 
BEFORE THE TERRIBLE 


Rev. and Mrs. R. T. Coit, Missionarie: 
Children, Have Not Been Heard Fro 
Disaster—May Have Procecdec 

Korea, Their Location. 


STEAMSHIPS UNABLE TO GIVE 
Bee 


and learned through 
the vessel nrrived t 
earthquake shocks, 
unable to loarn any 
Mr. nnd Mrs, Coit « 
do nnt know wheth 
eeded nt once towart 


Relatives and friends of Rev. and 
Mrs. R. T. Cinit in this city who re- 
cently completed a six months vaca- 


tion and started back for their mis- 
sionary field in Korea. are very nnxl- 
ous and much concerned for tho safety 


of the party who arrived in Yoko- jer they stopped over 
hama the day before the terrible fare fearful that t 
earthquake which caused the loss of fin the terrible cata 
half a million or more lives and did Have Relat 
incalculable property damage in Japan. Mrs. Coit ix n 
Six in Party. Woods and of Mrs. 

Tbe Colt party consisted of Rev. and |thla city. She wi 
Mrs. R. H. Colt and their four children | who is a North €: 


the missionary field 
diately after their 
ngo and have beer 
work since. During 
here tho Colts wer 
mand from Meridia 
churches ín other « 
dresses on Korean 
and upon the hub 
the Korean people, 1 
af great interest, 8 
were delivered In 


Robert, Judith, Laura May and n baby 
girl, ranging in years from 5 to 10 and 
a sister of Itev. Coit, Miss Johnnie. 
They left here soveral weeks ngo to 
take a steamer from, the Paciflc const 
for Yokohama to travel thence to Ko- 
rea. 

` Inutñiedlatély following the reports of 
the earthquake, relatives here who 
knew the approximate time of their 
arrival in Yokobnima, besan making 
inquiries, wiring the steamship offices $ we 
for Information of the ship's arrival} which added much 


BOTH CITIES WAR THI 
BLACK WASTE) NOW PA 


7 Inter-Allied 
Ambassador 
Settle 


BOTH Gl 


(By Stor Es 

Paris, Sept. 7- 
from an authorit; 
day afternoon t 
allied council of 
UCC riser drs 


Inferno Is Evervwhere, 
People Trying to Leave 
Country. 


FEAR AN EPIDEMIC 


(By Star Lad Wire) 

Kobe, Japan, Sept. 4. The hrautt- 
ful cities of Tokia and Yokohama are 
Roth 

the 


vaste. 
alter 


Friday a Marckened 


cltles resembles Belgium 
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PROVE FATAL) 


S. A. Bird Thought Mor- 
tally Wounded by Jolın 
W. Thead. à 


.BOTH WELL KNOWN. 


S. A. Byrd, aged 35, residing In 
the Bailey community about 14 
miles north of Meridian, is in Matty 
Hersco  IIospital probably fatally 
wounded from the effects of two pis- 
tol shots, the bullets entering near 


the heart. and John W. Thead. aged 
about 37. Is in the county jail 
charged with the shooting. It was 
stated at the hospital Thursday that 
Byrd had small chance of recovery. 

The shooting appears to have been 
the aftermath of a rald in search of 
& moonshíne still conducted Tuesday 
afternoon by Deputy Sheriff J. H. 
Wells and Prohibition Agents D. S. 
Cleveland and C. S. Wilkins, accord- 
Ing to reports. the ralders having 
found a quantity of mesh but re- 
ported that where they had expected 
to find a still there was none. ít 
having disappeared, indications about 
the place showing that it had been 
hurriedly moved away, the officers 
stated. 

Ctalm Thead Accused Byrd. 

According to the reports Theag 
went to Byrd Wednesday afternoon 
and accused him of being Inıplicated 
In furnishing the officers with infor- 
mation that resulted [n the raid. The 
accusation Is alleged to have been 
denied by Byrd, whereupon Thend 
with the use of the short and ugly 
word, whipped out his revolver and 
fired twice, both bullets taking ef- 
fect. 

The wounded man was hurried to 
the Matty Hersee Hospital and 
Sheriff John M.  z:zar:n, Deputy 
Sheriff J. H Wells and Constable E. 
E. Mosby went to the scene of the 
shooting, arreste head, brought hím 
to the city and placed him in the 
county jall Thursday morning short- 
ly after midnight. 

Both men are wel known in that 
Section of the county where they live 
and Byrd Is a marricd man, having 
a wife and five children, the young- 
est a four-months-old baby, !t was 
learned, 
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t MERIDIAN, MISS., THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 


SHOOTING MAY | 


FRIDAY, Sept. 7, 1923 
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»Y RD SUCCUMBS 
TO GUN WOUNDS 


Bullets Alleged to Have 
Been Fired by John 
| Thead. 


TAKE BODY HOME 


8. A. Byrd, aged 35, died at about 
l o'clock Friday morning at a local 
nobpital from the effects of two pistol 
shòt wounds in the left breast, al- 
leged to have been inflicted by John 
W. Thead, aged about 37, late Wed- 
nesday near Byrd's home In the Pine 
Springs community, 14 miles north- 
wert of the city. 

The body was prepared for burial 
at the James Webb funeral parlors 
and is to be conveyed to his late home 
for the funeral service and burial. 
Deceased is survived by his widow 
and five chlldren, one & very young 


baby. 
Face Murder Charge. 

| Thead, who was arrested shortly 
aftor the shooting, brought to Merid- 
lan and confined in the county jail @y 
Sheriff John "AM. Martin, Deputy 
Sheriff J. H. Wells and Constable E. 
E. Mosby,wil now have to face a 
charge, it ia thought of first degree 
murder. 

From particulars of the shoot!ng 
as secured from the arresting officers, 
it appears that Byrd was shot by 
Thead for no other reason than that 
Byrd had denled an accusation tha: 
he had "turned up" Thead to the 
revenue officers or prohibition agents 
in connection with alleged moonshine 
Operations, 

Were Former Neighbors, 
According to the officers, the two 


lived and the latter, the officers 
BAY, approached and accused Byrd of 
“turning him (Thead) up' to the au- 
thoritles, 

Byrd, according to the officers, Is 
sald to have denied the accusation. 
The denial apparently not being be- 
lieved by: Thead, the latter with an 
oath whipped out his gun and fired 
twice at Byrd, both bullets taking ef- 
fect in tha left breast near the heart. 

Thread ir a married man having a 
wife and five children. It Is stated 
by the officers that he har twice been 
married, his first wife having been 
accidentally killed by him something 
like six or seven years agu. 

‘It was stated at the time, the au- 
thorities say, that Thead had been 
hunting and on returning home was 
in the art of cleaning his kun when 
tho weapon was accidentally discharg- 
ed, Mrs. Thread. who was standing 
near, beine killed, 
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